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Teaching Adolescents to Read
&
How to Teach Reading in Middle &
High School

"What reading programs and/or strategies do
you recommend for high school students who
are reading at 3rd grade level?"

Reid Lyon Answers

You asked a critical question that is on the
minds of many teachers and parents. Learning
to read at age 6 or age 16 requires that
students master all fundamental building blocks
critical to reading comprehension.

Fluency

Students must be able to access print off the
page accurately and rapidly so they do not get
bogged down in the print and forget what they
read (fluency) or get discouraged.

Vocabulary

We have to make sure that our older students
(as well as our younger ones) develop the
necessary vocabulary so they can relate
what they read to what they know. You and [
can read the words in Einstein's theory of
relativity, but we may not understand the
meanings of these words. Our kids must
develop background knowledge and world
knowledge when they try to negotiate content
because so much information goes beyond just
knowing what the words mean.

Comprehension

Finally, older students with reading difficulties
sometimes focus on one aspect of the reading

http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/read.adol.literacy.lyon.htm
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process (e.g., word recognition) and forget that

Caselaw
IDEA 2004 the goal is that they understand what they
— read. We have to teach them comprehension

strategies and make sure they learn how to

ild Left Behind . . :
No.Child Left Behin actively organize what they read and relate It

Section 504 to what they know in a systematic fashion.
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Take a look at Sally Shaywitz's book,
Overcoming Dyslexia: A New and Complete
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Parents Ta Order

Kids Resources
updates

When Older Students Can't Read by Louisa C.
Moats, Ed.D. Students and educators become
frustrated when students beyond 3rd grade
have reading difficulties. This article describes
the principles of research based instruction to
close the gap between poor readers and their
grade-level peers.

" To Order

Reading Disabilities: Why Do Some Children
Have Difficulty Learning to Read? What Can Be
Done About It? by G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D.

Database of Evidence-Based Research on

Reading Instruction - Research has identified %@EW
the instructional techniques that lead to o
observable, replicable, positive results as About Book
children become fluent, motivated readers. This To Order

searchable database from the Partnership for
Reading is an initiative of the National Institute
for Literacy, National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development, and the U.S.
Department of Education.

Recommended Books: Research-
Based Reading Instruction

We asked attorneys, educators, evaluators, and
advocates to recommend their favorite books
for our Advocacy Bookstore. Here are some
recommended books about reading, dyslexia
and learning disabilities:

Straight Talk About Reading: How
Parents Can Make a Difference
During the Early Years by Susan
Hall, Louisa Moats, and Reid Lyon

Parenting a Struggling Reader by
Susan Hall and Louisa Moats

Overcoming Dyslexia: A New and
Complete Science-Based Pragram

for Overcoming Reading Problems
at Any Level by Sally Shaywitz, MD

Speech to Print: Language
Essentials for Teachers by Louisa
Cook Moats

Dyslexia: Theory & Practice of
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Remedial Instruction by Diana
Brewster Clark and Johanna Kellogg
Uhry

The Dyslexic Scholar by Kathleen
Nosek.

You will find other good books in the Effective
Education section of our bookstore.

Go to the Reading Library for reliable
information about reading, reading disabilities,
research-based reading programs, law and
caselaw, certified language therapists, and
more.
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